NNNNNNNNNN

Management of Common Rush In
Organic Management Systems

lan Cairns
SAC Consulting

SAC Consulting is a division of SRUC

Leading the way in Agriculture and Rural Research, Education and Consulting
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Soft/Common Rush - Issues *e*
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* Problem of competition in permanent pasture &
rough grazing Made worse in:

— Poorly drained soils
— High rainfall areas

 Huge volume of seeds produced annually — seed
bank — high capacity for rapid infestation

e Are you prepared to ‘live with’, control or eradicate?



Stage 1 — Solls

Address underlying
problems

1. Drainage

2. Soll structure

3. Liming

4. Soll nutrient status

Starts with soll
analysis
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Improving grass productivity — stage 2 options ®g®
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e Liming and fertilising

o Surface seeding

 Reseeding — ultimate control strategy?



Example Seed Mixture (upland)

Type

Hybrid Ryegrass

Early Perennial Ryegrass
Intermediate Perennial Ryegrass

Late Perennial Ryegrass AberBite (T)

White Clover
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Light Infestation — Control by effective Grazing

Management e

<
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e Avoid excess winter grazing
* Reduce risk of poaching
e Reduce risk of winter kill in sward

e Graze hard in the summer (prevent dominant rush
growth)

o Cattle are better — less selective grazers and
trampling

e Use topping for management in summer
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The role of topping in management
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http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?sa=X&biw=1366&bih=673&tbm=isch&tbnid=I8dQMLGhtYJ21M:&imgrefurl=https://www.quad-x.com/tractor-power-shredder&docid=hxEoDdZmDWJ1GM&imgurl=https://www.quad-x.com/images/D/power_Shredder2.jpg&w=800&h=533&ei=jemWUqqJB4mI7AbUjIHwCQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:10,s:0,i:113&iact=rc&page=1&tbnh=180&tbnw=275&start=0&ndsp=15&tx=118&ty=96

Land improvement strategy — upland
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Summary — but it’s a big subject!

e Classify need for land improvement in the context
of the farm — Objectives, strengths & weaknesses

e Think about how grazing can assist in control on
your farm

e Changing climate may make it more difficult to
maintain productivity of upland swards
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e Thanks for listening
e Questions or Comments?

Further information:

e SRUC website — www.sruc.ac.uk
e |an.calrns@sac.co.uk/ mob: 07786171819



mailto:ian.cairns@sac.co.uk/
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