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Another record year – World highlights 2016

• Organic agricultural land reached an all time high with 57.8 million 

hectares

• Largest area growth so far: 7.5 million hectares more than 2015

• In all continents the organic area increased

• 1.2 percent of the agricultural land is organic

• In 15 countries 10 percent or more of farmland is organic

• 2.7 million producers were reported – another all time high
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World: Market growth versus retail sales growth 2001-2016
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UK organic land area 2.9% of total farmed area 
(Defra – Organic Farming Statistics 2016 – 18 May 2017)
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UK organic market - 1.5% of retail sales
(IFOAM EU – Organic in Europe)
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UK equivalent spend per capita – €38
(IFOAM EU – Organic in Europe)
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Global market: 

Distribution of retail sales value by single market 2016 by 

single markets (total: 47.8 billion) Euros 2013
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US Market Development
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Europe: Organic Retail Sales 2016
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Europe: the countries with the highest growth of the organic 

market 2015 - 2016
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UK market growth – 7.1% in 2016  
(Soil Association – Market report – Feb 2017)



Summary

• In 2016 worldwide organic food and farming continued to grow to all time 

highs for farmland, producers and the market

• Area growth is accelerating however particularly in Europe (and the UK) 

production is still not keeping pace with the market development

• For better monitoring of the development of the sector and to increase 

transparency, data collection and processing needs to be improved, in 

particular in market and international trade data

Supporting the organic sector since 1973


