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Palatability Tree species

1 Aspen, Willow

2 Ash, Rowan

3 Hazel, Oak

4
Scots pine, 
Juniper, Holly

5 Birch, Hawthorn

6 Beech

7 Alder

Palatability
Palatability is the innate attractiveness of the species to being browsed and is likely to be a function of digestibility and toxicity. This will vary with 
the condition of the tree (as affected by many factors including season, site type and disease status) and also with the type, and condition, of the 
herbivore.
Large herbivores can, in general, extract more energy from low digestibility food than can small herbivores, however, the ranking of palatabilities will 
probably remain much the same between different sizes of herbivore.

Notes on the table:

•In lowland woodlands aspen may be in 
palatability class 3.

•Scots pine, juniper and 
holly are more preferred in winter than 
summer because they are evergreen, 
however, young holly shoots, before the 
leaves have hardened, are also often 
taken.

N.B. There is ongoing debate about 
whether holly and hawthorn should be 
higher up the list. They are often seen 
heavily browsed but this may be only 
when all other species are either more 
heavily browsed or are not there at all.





Figure 2. Relationship between effective degradability of nitrogen (EDN, %) and nitrogen concentration 
(CP, g/kg DM) in leaves of woody species during summer.                                                (Emile et al., 2016)







Trace elements are higher in dried fodder compared to fresh
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